
 

Our Road Maintenance De-
partment is called to action 
on everything from patching 
potholes, correcting drain-
age problems, road signage, 
maintaining bridges, and 
much more! We appreciate 

their hard work!  

 
Service Requests for 

March= 262 

Linking  Citrus County Government with Citizens May  2015  

Overgrown Grass an Issue During     
Summer Months 
 

Citrus County Code Compliance Division reports a large influx of overgrown grass 
complaints during summer months. According to the Citrus County Code of Ordi-
nances (Chapter 20, Sections 20-60 through 20-63), ñIt shall be unlawful for any 
person owning, leasing, occupying, or having control of any property subject to the 
provisions of this section to permit or maintain grass, weeds, brush, and under-
growth in excess of 18 inches in height, or an accumulation of vegetative matterò. 
Excessive growth increases conditions for breeding places for snakes, rats, 
rodents or other vermin, as well as creating a breeding place for mosquitoes. 
Fire hazards increase as well when accumulation of vegetation occurs. 

 

 

 

What can I do to help? 

Code Compliance only accepts complaints from an identified complainant, and a 
name and phone number are required. Citizens are encouraged to call 527-5350 to 
report any suspected violations of overgrown grass and/or vegetation to assist our 
Code Compliance Officers in maintaining a safe and healthy environment in Citrus 
County. 

Did you know... 

 

Contrary to popular 

belief, the University 

of Florida did NOT 

introduce the love 

bug to the state. 

During the 20th cen-

tury, love bugs mi-

grated from Central 

America, traveling 

through Texas and 

Louisana before ar-

riving to Florida. 

Love bugs are Back!! 

Every Floridian knows when May and September are approaching...the love bugs arrive! 
Despite their name, most locals despise this bug. Here are some interesting facts and tips 

on love bugs: 

¶ Love bugs are attracted to decomposing plant debris, but may confuse these odors 
with chemicals in exhaust fumes. Heat also attracts love bugs.  

¶ Love bugs are usually active between 10 am and 6 pm in temperatures above 84F. 

¶ Love bugs do not bite, sting, or transmit diseases and are not poisonous. 

¶ They can damage automobile paint if they are ñbakedò in the sun. They need to be 
removed immediately. 

¶ Possible solutions include: wash/scrub your car with water to remove love bugs, using 
car wax will protect the paint, and baby oils  ease vehicle cleaning. 



News & Notes 

Commissioner to Hold Town Hall Meeting 

Commissioner Scott Carnahan will be holding a Town Hall Meeting on 
Wednesday, May 20 at the Floral City Library, located at 8360 E. Or-
ange Avenue in Floral City from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. Commissioner 
Carnahan is encouraging citizens to bring forward concerns about the 
future direction of Citrus County, budget priorities, and suggestions on 
how to improve services. 

SWFWMD to Hold Public Workshop in Citrus 

The Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) will hold  
a public workshop for the Withlacoochee River Watershed Initiative to 
gather feedback about the preliminary results of 19 model scenarios. 
The workshop in Citrus County will be held on Thursday, May 7 from 
4:30-7:30 pm at Cornerstone Baptist Church, located at 1100 W. High-
land Blvd in Inverness. For more information, please contact SWFWMD 
directly at 800-423-1476 ext. 4410. 

2015 Traffic Counts Go Live on Website 

A cooperative agreement between the Hernando/Citrus Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) and the BOCC allows the Citrus County 
Road Maintenance Division to undertake the 2015 traffic counts. Traffic 
counts are performed on specific collector roadways during the peak 
traffic season. The Public Works Department will be working with the 
Geographical Information System Division to develop an interactive 
map to allow citizens to access this map online for current information. 
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Trivia  
Question 

 
 

When did Citrus County Aquatics 
Division establish the first Artificial 

Reef site? 
 

Answer given in June Edition 
 
 

Answer from April Edition: 
How gallons of water can you save 
annually by replacing old, inefficient 

showerheads? 
2,900 gallons 

 

Museum Music Series 
Finishes Season 

Music at the Museum Concert Series 

is finishing out this season featuring 

LaGrange, a trio of Florida musi-

cians, on Thursday, May 21 at the 

Old Historic Courthouse in Inverness. 

LaGrange offers a unique combina-

tion of Americana, bluegrass, alter-

nate country and folk. Doors open at 

6 pm, with music starting at 7 pm. 

Tickets are $10 per person. Call 341-

6428 to get your tickets today! 

Water/Wastewater Rate Study  

Workshop    

   Tuesday, May 19 @ 9:00 am 

Citrus County Courthouse 

Room 100 



Training Offered 

to be Animal  

Foster Home  

Citrus County Animal Services 

will be hosting an information/

training session on becoming a 

foster home for shelter animals 

on Saturday, May 16 starting at 

2 pm. The training will be held 

at the Animal Shelter, located 

at 4030 S. Airport Road in In-

verness. Foster homes are 

needed for an animal that has 

been at shelter for an extended 

time or needs recovery from 

surgery/illness. Please RSVP 

to Billie Lombardo at 746-8408. 

 

 

Extension     

Summer Camp  

Citrus County Extension Office 

offers 4 different types of sum-

mer camps  for ages 8 and 

above. From cooking to sew-

ing, to green practices and per-

sonal management, there is 

something for everyone. Space 

is limited and pre-registration is 

required. There is a minimal 

cost for each week-long camp 

and pre-payment must be 

made two weeks prior to camp 

start date. Please call 527-

5700 for questions and reser-

vations.  

Look Whatôs Coming... 
Frequent questions County staff receives in regards to new construction or 
business is "What is coming?" "What is being built there?" Is it true...?" Citrus 
Link will provide monthly updates on the newly received permit requests and/
or issued permits for large commercial projects received by the Planning & 

Development Department. 
 

BREAKFAST STATION- permit application for interior remodel of 2 units 

in Winn-Dixie plaza on CR 491 in Beverly Hills for Breakfast Station res-

taurant. 

CITRUS CARDIOLOGY- permit application for interior remodel of office 

located at 5606 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy in Crystal River. 

MCDONALDS- permit application for interior remodel of CR 491 location. 

The remodel will allow placement of customer kiosk to electronically 

place orders rather than ordering at counter. 

 

 

 

Summer Reading Program 

Withlacoochee State Trail Named in  

Top 10 Nationwide List  

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy announced the Withlacoochee State Trail will be fea-
tured as one of 10 destination trails nationwide in Trail Traveler, a newly launched 
digital magazine, in its inaugural edition. This Top 10 List features multi-use trails 
chosen for their scenic beauty, historical and cultural attractions, 
welcoming communities and suitability for most ages and abili-
ties. The theme of the inaugural issue is weekend getaways and 
each trail was handpicked by Rails-to-Trails Conservancy staff. 

The selections span the United States, including trails in Ala-
bama, California, Florida, Louisiana, Michigan, Nevada, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

Trail Traveler, compatible with both iPads and Android tablets, can be downloaded 
in the App Store and Google Play. The cost of the issue is $3.99, and a free sample 
article is available. 

Summer Reading Kickoff Party-ñEvery Hero Has a Storyò 
Saturday, May 16@ Central Ridge Library 

10 am-1 pm 
 

The Super Summer Reading Program begins regular events on May 30 and runs 

through the end of July. A special finale event featuring Japanese Drummers on 

July 24 will be held at the Curtis Peterson Auditorium in Lecanto. 

Call 746-9077 for more information.  

All programs take place 10:30 am-11:30 am at the following branches: 

 

Mondays-Coastal Region Branch, Crystal River 

Wednesdays-Lakes Region Branch, Inverness 

Thursdays-Central Ridge Branch, Beverly Hills & Floral 

City Branch 

Fridaysï Homosassa Branch 



ñWhat a Dayò with Household Hazardous Waste 
Team 

By: Tobey Phillips 

During spring cleaning at your house, do you wonder how to get rid of cleaning supplies? Light bulbs? Lawn care products? 

Paint? Should you put automotive products in the regular garbage? Should pesticides be disposed of differently? Wonder no 

more because the team members in the Household Hazardous Waste Program at the Citrus County Landfill have all the an-

swers! 

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program (HHW) provides citizens the opportunity to 

safely and properly dispose of their household waste.  Categories of these types of items are Flamma-

bles/Combustibles, Poisons/Pesticides, Painting/Homeowner Supplies, Automotive Products, Lawn/

Garden Products, and Corrosives/Cleaning Products. When a citizen visits the Landfill, they will come 

through the scalehouse to receive a ticket, and then be directed to the back of the property to visit 

Dan, Sue, and Michael, who will assist them in properly disposing of these items.  

Citizens are allowed to dispose of 10 gallons or 60 pounds FREE per day, with a $.35 per pound 

charge for anything over that amount. HHW staff provides a Free Saturday Collection Day four times a 

year (January, April, July and October) in response to the need in our community. At the Collection 

Day conducted on April 25, 89 residents dropped off products to be disposed, which is a little above 

average for this event.  

HHW works with the Tax Collectorôs Office to obtain the list of new businesses who applied for a license. 

Their goal is to educate new business owners from the start. Business waste is treated differently than 

household waste, and the HHW team members work with DEP closely to be sure business owners are 

following correct procedures. Typically, HHW staff complete 200 DEP inspections of businesses per year. 

Dan Sherlock, the HHW Coordinator, reported 1,233 residents have used the HHW program to date; the 

number of residents for 2014 was 3,729. ñItôs all about education. The more residents know about the 

program and what we take, the better. We rely a lot on word of mouth,ò explains Dan.  

ñMajority of people appreciate what we do,ò states Sue, a HHW technician. ñThey are surprised when they 

get here because they had no idea this program is available.ò Many citizens make comments on how 

clean everything is and surprised they ñcanôt see the trashò.  

Each day, HHW team members mix 50 gallons of laxtex paint with water, cement, and fiber and use this mixture to cover the 

trash. By law, the Landfill is required to provide cover of the trash in the landfill, and this alternate method is more cost efficient 

than using dirt. By using this system, staff is saving airspace and money (Solid Waste Division stopped shipping paint through 

their contractor).  

The HHW team is knowledgeable and ready to help citizens dispose of their household hazardous waste. Be sure to visit the 

Citrus County Landfill and let Dan, Sue, and Michael assist you in disposing of items in an environmentally safe way while 

providing positive customer service. 

Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Days: 

Tuesday, Thursdays, & Fridays 9 am-1 pm 

Saturdays 9 am-1 pm 

For more information about the HHW  program, please visit  

http://www.bocc.citrus.fl.us/pubworks/swm/

household_haz_waste.htm 


