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Manatee Season officially begins in No-
vember and Kings Bay in Crystal River is 
home to the largest aggregation of mana-
tees in a natural environment in the world.  
The Visitors & Convention Bureau provide 
many education opportunities for visitors to 

learn how 
to behave 
around 
these crea-
tures,  but 
Citrus 
County 
residents 
should be 
well-versed 

on the proper etiquette  to interact with our 
slow-moving neighbors in the water. 

1. Do not disturb/touch a resting or feed-
ing manatee. 

2. Do not dive from the surface onto a 
manatee. 

3. Do not corner or surround a manatee. 

4. Riding, holding, grabbing, pinching, 
poking, prodding, or stabbing a mana-
tee with anything is not allowed. 

5. Do not stand on a manatee. 

6. Do not separate a mother and calf. 

7. Do not feed manatees. 

8. Do not interfere with rescue and re-
search activities. 

9. Interacting with tagged manatees or 
tampering with satellite devices is a 
federal offense. 

Positive Behaviors to      
Interact with Manatees 

Please observe and follow designated/
posted sanctuaries...do not enter. 

Operate a boat at idle/no wake speed when 
in areas know to have manatees present or 
when observations indicate manatees 
might be present. 

Observations include: a swirl at the surface 
of the water, the back sticking out of the 
water, and/or the snout of an animal or 
hearing the animal exhale when it surfaces. 

Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information or if you have 

questions 

 

Tobey Phillips, 

Public Information  

Officer 

tobey.phillips@citrusbocc.com 

(352) 527-5484 

Visit us on the web at 

www.citrusbocc.com 

www.facebook.com/

CitrusCountyBOCC 

twitter@CitrusConnects 

Mission Statement 

Citrus County Government 

will be a value-driven  

organization dedicated to 

responsive citizen service by 

providing quality programs, 

services and facilities to 

build a strong community 

and promote the best quality 

of life for our citizens. 

Trivia Question 

How many square feet of building does 
the County control through Facilities 

Maintenance? 
 

Answer given in December Edition 

 

Answer from October Edition: 
How many trips were taken through Transit 

Services in 2014? 

89,254 trips 

County Commissioners, with the Administrator and County Attorney, host-
ed an employee picnic on October 22 for all BOCC employees. Over 375 
employees came to Lecanto Community Park to enjoy food and music 
during their lunch hour.  We wish to thank employees for all they do! 

Doôs and Donôt During Manatee Season 

http://www.bocc.citrus.fl.us


 

Our Road Maintenance Department is called 
to action on everything from patching pot-
holes, correcting drainage problems, road 
signage, maintaining bridges, and much 
more! We appreciate their hard work!  

Service Requests 
 for September = 360 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) House 
#50 is moving along! Paint, cabinets, flooring, and a 
new roof makes this house look like new...stay 
tuned for the January Citrus Link Edition for a      

feature story. 

Barge Canal                                            

Service Road 
 

A pre-construction meeting for this cooperatively funded 

project between the Citrus County Board of County Com-

missioners and the Florida Department of Transportation 

was completed on site in late October. Daily and Zilch will 

undertake the first phase to modify the existing drainage 

system in the amount of $69,870.   

 

The second phase, which will pave the roadway and sod 

the shoulders of the roadways shown above, is to be con-

structed by Public Works Department Road Maintenance 

Division Staff.  The Phase 2 work has been bid and the 

low bidder is D.A.B. Contractors Inc. This bid is under cur-

rently under review by FDOT.   

  

  

 

 

CALENDAR REQUESTS 

www.facebook.com/
CitrusCountyBOCC 

October 1 post showing photo of Adminis-
trator Oliver talking to Citizens 
Academy Class during Opening 

Session 

264 people reached 

To view full               

calendar of events, 

please visit 

www.citrusbocc.com 

Week of November 2 

 11/3ï BOCC meeting      

@ 1:00 pm                          

Citrus County Courthouse 

11/5-Planning &              

Development Commission 

@ 9:00 am Lecanto       

Government Building 

11/7-Animal Shelter FREE 

adoptions 10:00-4:00 pm 

 

Week of November 9 

11/10-Tourist Development Council 

@ 9:00 am 

Lecanto Government Building 

11/12ï Veterans Advisory Board 

meeting @ 3:30 pm Citrus County 

Resource Center 

 

Week of November 16 

11/17-BOCC meeting          

@ 1:00 pm 

Citrus County Courthouse 

11/19ï Planning &               

Development Commission  

@ 9:00 am Lecanto          

Government Building 

11/21 Pet Adoption Event 

Homosassa Tractor Supply 

10:00 am-2:00 pm 

 

Week of November 23 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING!! 

http://www.bocc.citrus.fl.us/calendar.htm


Volunteer Forum 

Scheduled  

Learn where you can make a difference 
and discover your niche in community 
service! The Retired and Senior Volun-
teer Program (RSVP) and the Nature 
Coast Volunteer Center hosts a forum 
for people to link-up with local volunteer 
opportunities. This is an opportunity to 
meet with staff and volunteer managers 
to learn about their programs. The next 
Opportunity Links forum will be held on 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 at the 
Central Ridge Community Center, locat-
ed at 77 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills, be-
ginning at  9:30 a.m. For more infor-
mation, or to reserve your seat, please 

call 249-1275, or email 
ncvc@citrusbocc.com 

 

Hazardous Household 

Waste Drop Off   

Scheduled  

Citrus County Central Landfill will be con-
ducting a Hazardous Household Waste 

Drop Off at the Central Landfill on Saturday, 
November 7, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The first 60 pounds or 10 gallons are free. 
Hazardous Household Waste also accepts 
collections weekly on Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

For more information, contact the Citrus 
County Solid Waste Management at 352-

527-7670. 

4-H Fundraiser 

Come support the Citrus County 4-H                            
Foundation on November 14 at 
Whispering Pines Park for the 
5K/1 Mile Walk! Adults $20, 

Youth $15 with awards given in 
age divisions. Pre-register at 
Extension Office in Lecanto or 

call 527-5700. 

Did you know... 
At this yearôs 26th Annual Lakes, Rivers and Coastal 

Cleanup, 725 volunteers registered to participate, with 

300 of those volunteers being Youth participants!  

6,268 pounds of trash collected 

Look Whatôs Coming... 
Frequent questions County staff receives in regards to new 
construction or business is "What is coming?" "What is be-
ing built there?" Is it true...?" Citrus Link 
will provide monthly updates on the 
newly received permit requests and/or 
issued permits for large commercial pro-
jects received by the Planning &         
Development Department. 

HOMOSASSA STORAGE- permit application for two addi-

tional mini-storage buildings located on US 19 in Homosassa. 

FIRE STATION- permit application for interior remodel to add 

sleeping quarters in the fire station located on S. Little Al 

Point in Inverness. 

MAYLEN MINE- permit application for a scale house, scale, access drive and restroom facility at the mine on 

Maylen Avenue in Lecanto. 

CENTER FOR BONE & JOINT DISEASE- permit application for an interior remodel to accommodate an x-ray 

room at the site located at 8281 S. Suncoast Blvd. in Homosassa. 

  FORMER HOMOSASSA SPRINGS MOBILE HOME PARKï atlas amendment application to amend                       

  approximately 2.7 acres from GNC/PUD, General Commercial with a Planned Unit Development, to GNC, General   

  Commercial. This site is located on the east side of US 19 in Homosassa just west of W. Elkhorn Drive. 

mailto:ncvc@citrusbocc.com


ñWhat a Dayò with Wastewater Plant Operator 

By: Tobey Phillips 

 

Most of us do not think about what happens when we flush the toilet or turn on the faucet. We are just thankful the wa-

ter comes out and everything flushes down. But there is a lot of work behind the scenes to ensure these things happen 

without a hitch. 

David Meeks is a Wastewater Plant Operator at the Brentwood Wastewater Treatment 

Facility. The Brentwood Plant processes 500,000 gallons of wastewater per day, and 

David is very involved in every step of the process. There are 12 licensed operators 

working for the County, and Utility Operations are handled 7 days a week, 365 days a 

year. Many operators are cross-trained in order to maintain continuous operations. 

David has been in this position for 5 years and takes great pride in the daily operation 

of the plant. ñThis is not one of the newest plants, but I take pride in this plant. I feel 

privileged the County trusts me to oversee operations of a $1 million plus wastewater 

plant,ò explained David.  This site was built in the 1980s and was the original 

wastewater plant for the County. 

In order to become a wastewater operator you must have at least one year on-the-

job experience (2,080 hours), pass a state exam, and complete 10 hours of continu-

ing education each year. ñI am learning every day,ò said David. 

Utility Operations takes many steps to ñdisguiseò a wastewater plant so citizens are 

not aware of its presence. Surprisingly, there is no smell at the plant and the tree line 

is dense surrounding the plant.  David explains they try to keep everything eco-

friendly. ñWhen the water leaves the plant, it is better than the drinking water in third 

world countries,ò said David.  

There are many sampling and monitoring procedures David is required to do on a daily, 

weekly and monthly basis. There is an outside company to test water from monitoring 

wells to ensure the quality of water going back into the aquifer. David explained, 

ñWastewater is a living organism, like your body. When itôs sick, it will tell you.ò 

The next time you flush the toilet, give a shout out to David for making sure our 

wastewater to properly processed and moving through!! 


